
 Squantum Sailing  
Hello to our Sailing Program Grown Ups! 
 
I am sending this letter to you, all along with the 2018 Sailing Program 

Registration Materials, as you had someone participate in the Squantum Yacht Club Sailing Program in 
the past.  Please complete all attached forms completely.  Program registration will take place on Friday 
night, June 8th from 6-8p and on Saturday, June 9th from 10am to noon the clubhouse.  If for some 
reason you cannot make one of the registration times please contact me at paul.hines@juno.com to make 
arrangements.  
 
In the meantime - you can gather some information that you will need to complete the registration process 
more quickly.  First, I think every parent/guardian is familiar with the "health forms" you get from your 
child's pediatrician, walk-in clinic or other health care professional.  This form is given to schools each 
year and to most organized sports programs.  This is NOT the full medical record of your child.   This 
form/information is REQUIRED of every participant in the program this year - so contact your 
pediatrician now and get the form for each of your kids that will be participating this year.  Also - we are 
required to confirm that all participants meet the 8 years old by July 1st minimum age requirement.  To do 
so, we ask that all first-year participants have a Birth Certificate for registration.  We will look at the 
certificate to confirm the date of birth and will return the Certificate.  We will not keep the Certificate.  
Again, only first-year kids.    

I held the line and there was no increase in the fee this year.  We are lucky enough to have two of our 
instructors returning this year, Lizzy Bell and Madyson Coban.  As you know, each is a USSailing 
certified sailing instructor.  Jillian Harrington and Sarah Ward will be joining us as full instructors this 
season.  Each volunteered last season as assistant instructors to learn the ropes.   Jillian will be USSailing 
certified in June and Sarah is set to enter the certification program.  As I have said in the past - most 
programs do not even have ONE certified instructor and we will have three with a fourth in the making.  
As you know, last season Mike Porter took a job in the grown-up world and had to leave the program.  
This year, it is happening to Robert.  Robert is heading off to Europe during July and August as part of his 
MassMaritime program.  We will miss them, but we wish them well going forward. 
 
The full fee for the program is due at the time of registration. No exceptions.  I am not going to spend my 
time chasing parents who owe the program money.   
  
We will require at least one valid email addresses for each family and each parent/guardian will be 
required to give a valid cell phone number for emergency contact purposes.  There is a section on the 
registration materials for you to enter this information.  Email will be the primary form of 
communication.  Text will be reserved for last minute changes, emergencies, and the like. 
  
Two years ago we instituted the policy that all participants have either the use or ownership of a boat.  
This policy is needed so that all participants get the most sailing instruction possible.  The thought is that 
if someone joins the program without a boat, that requires a sailor who has a boat must either take the 
non-boat owning participant with him/her or to give up their boat entirely to the non-boat owner. Either 
way, the child who has the boat is losing out on sailing time. 
If you need a boat or know someone who might - get checking Craig's List and other listings now, before 
the start of the program.   Or "reply all" to this email to see if anyone has a boat that they no longer need.  



The boats need not be pretty - they do take a beating.  If you do not have one, or can not find one, let me 
know, we may be able to locate one. 
 
It was also agreed that we should convey to the parents, grandparents and guardians that although our 
program is a sailing program, the expectation should not be that the kids will be in the boats all day every 
day.  To do so would make for very long days and very burned-out kids.  The program is about learning 
to sail - but it is also about teamwork, social development, recreation and fun.  We are looking to mix it 
up a bit for the kids - especially during low tidewater periods.  I you have any ideas for a fun activity for 
the group, please let me know!  Some parents have come down during low tidewater lunch times and 
grilled burgers and dogs.  The kids love it. 
 
The program calendar is as follows:   Swimming review for new and returning participants will be 
Thursday, June 28th.  The tide is high at 3, so by noon we should be fine. Everyone should be wearing a 
bathing suit or shorts, with a towel and prepared to get wet.  Pizza will be provided for lunch as 
a "welcome" to the kids following the swim.  Pick-up time on June 28th is between 2:30 and 3pm.   
Remember, this is a swim check - not a certification by the program of a participant's ability to swim. The 
program will run from Monday, July 9th, to Thursday, August 23rd.  Program days are Monday through 
Thursday.  The Program is a full-day program running from 9am to noon and 1pm to 4 pm.  Noon to 1pm 
is the lunch break.  Please be courteous and respectful to our instructors and pick-up your children on 
time at the end of the day.  Repeated late pick ups will not be tolerated. 
 
Participants will be required to wear a Coast Guard approved PFD at all times during program hours and 
must have a whistle (one capable of working when wet) when in the boats.  They should of course be 
slathered in sunblock before arriving at the clubhouse and should have enough to reapply as needed.  A 
hat and sunglasses are a good idea.  Closed-toe shoes/sneakers are also required. 
 
Please have all your kids' boats at the club in good working order before July 9th. Given the mid-week 
July 4th Holiday, the program starts a few days later than usual, but also runs later than usual.  Please this 
is very important - check the boats out to make sure all repairs and replacements are done and that there 
are no missing parts or equipment.  The boats do get a workout in the program so do not assume the boats 
are in good shape after last season.  Also - if something on the boat seems "good enough" then it isn't. 
 Sailing in even a moderate wind puts a great deal of stress on the boats and rigs.  There is no need to 
frighten or injure a child because something needlessly snaps or lets loose.  The boats should be in tip-top 
shape to help ensure the safety of your children and to avoid "down-time" if the boat breaks later during 
the program. 
 
There is a large number of our participants last year who have grown and will not be returning to the 
program this year.  While we will miss them, this presents the opportunity for new, younger kids to join 
and to learn to sail and to experience all of the other great benefits of the program.  So, if you have a 
neighbor, niece, nephew, grandchild or friend who you think would enjoy the program, send this email on 
to them or have them call me at 617-780-6925. 
 
Anyone with questions or concerns, please contact me - both now or during the season. 
 
Working together - we should have a great program and a great season.  I'm looking forward to it. 
   
Thanks to All! 
Paul Hines 
617-780-6925 


